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Bond granted in city employee's
computer theft case
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A former employee of the court clerk’s office suspected of accessing confidential law
enforcement information to help her boyfriend was granted a $40,000 bond Friday.

Cornice R. Lee, 52, is charged with four counts of computer theft. She was arrested
Dec. 5.

During Friday’s bond hearing in Richmond County Superior Court, District Attorney
Natalie Paine said Lee’s arrest followed a computer audit that revealed she accessed
several files concerning a 15-month investigation by the Richmond County Sheriff
Office’s narcotics division.

Search warrants executed at difference homes in October uncovered more than a
kilogram of cocaine, Paine said. But suspects were not arrested at that time and the
related documents – such as the search warrants – were under seal, Paine said. One
target of the investigation is Lee’s boyfriend, Timothy Reid. Lee accessed those
documents, Paine said.
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A search warrant also was issued for Lee’ and Reid’s home in Columbia County. Reid
was granted bond because of a serious health condition, Paine said. She asked for
Lee to be held without bond.

Defense attorney Keith Johnson asked Senior Judge Albert M. Pickett to set bond for
Lee, citing her lack of criminal history. She worked at the clerk’s office for seven
years and before that she worked for the public defender’s office for 20 years,
Johnson said. She earned a bachelor’s degree and taught math here, Johnson said.
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Pickett set the bond with the condition she not have any contact with Reid.
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